
Dear Secretary Pena: 

We are wrifinq you t o  express our concern regarding the interim 
final rule r o c a t l y  issued pursuant t o  the Oil Pollut ion k t  of 
1990 (OPA) by the Research and Special Programn adnctnistration 
(RSPA) classifying vegetable oils and -1 f a t s  a s  hazardous 
materials (Docket No. HI§-214, O i l  Spill Prevention and Response 
Plana .  ] 

we recognize and appreciate t h e  fact that RSPA granted a public 
hearing and extended the carmnent period on the rule, to insure 
that this issue be thoroughly examined. E m p a t ,  we advise you 
that we believe that vegetable oils and animal f a t s  a r e  not 
hazardous materials and should not be requlatod as such. 
Congress did not intend 0 ? ~ - 9 0  to be interpreted to classify 
odfble oils as hazardous materials. 
biodegradable and pore M safety r i s k  t o  homshs o r  s ign i f i can t  
t h r e a t  t o  the envircnrment i f  sp i l l ed .  In fact, the regulation of 
vegetable oils and animal f a t s  as haaardous may be detrimental to  
soms degree by creating confusion as to the "hazardous" 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and by Fmposing unnecessary compliance cobts upon 
i n d u s t r y  (and, u l t i m a t e l y ,  consumers) with no s ign i f i can t  
r educ t ion  in health risks t o  humans o r  improved protection of the 
environment. 

OPA-50 was enacted to reduce the risks posed by s p i l l s  of 
petroleum o i l  during the i r  t ransport  via  land and water. 
Ssiieve that this can be accomplished without c lass i fy ing animal 
fats and vegetable oils as hazardous. 

They are non-toxic, readily 
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